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November 22, 2013 Partnership Council Meeting 
 
Members Present:  Sue Gadacz, Linda Davis, Maria Rodriguez, Colleen Ellingson, 
Judge Joe Donald, Chris Holmes, B. Thomas Wanta, and Sara Scullen representing John 
Chisholm. 
 
 
Review of Public Meeting Notice 
First, the notice of the meeting was published in the Monday, November 18, 2013 edition 
of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.  Second, the notice was faxed to the newspaper of 
record for the State of Wisconsin, the Wisconsin State Journal, on Monday, November 
18, 2013.  Finally, the notice was emailed to the Partnership Council stakeholders 
including any media who had requested such notice on Friday, November 8, 2013.  
This satisfies the requirements for notice under Wis. Stat. 19.84(1)(b).   
 
Linda Davis opened the meeting with greetings and introductions.   
 

Approve minutes from July 26, 2013 meeting. 
No quorum.  Need to review at next meeting. 
 
Director’s Report, Arlene Happach 
 
Turnover issues 

- New hires no longer need to be certified social workers.  This hiring change 
will give us a broader, more diverse group of workers.      

- New group of 30 trainees started in September and interview for twelve more 
workers will be done this month. 

 
Safety Decision Making 

- Program Managers and supervisors have been participating in SSDM 
(Supervisors as Safety Decision Makers) training.  SSDM is a specific model 
for determining whether a child is safe or unsafe and looks at present and 
impending danger. 

- More staff will be participating in the training through out 2014.   
- The Bureau did a safety planning training for attorneys at children’s Court.   

Judges had participated in this training earlier.  
 

Sex Trafficking Update 
- BMCW has been working with Lad Lake on a program for girls who have 

been trafficked. 
- Girls in the program are 13 to 16 years old who have some kind of plan for 

permanence and who are from the Milwaukee area.   
- There are currently two girls in the program.  
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Citizen Review Panel Update 

- Milwaukee is one of four Citizen Review Panels in the state. 
- The next state-wide meeting will be January 15.   
- The Death Review Project is part of the work of the Citizen Review Panel and 

is looking at trends across 72 counties in Wisconsin.        
 
Care4 Kids 

- Care4Kids, the new Medical Home Model will be starting in January. 
- Staff trainings will be coming up. 

 
Family Interaction 

- CSSW and IFS are reviewing supervised visitation to determine who might be 
be able to move to unsupervised visitation  

 
Families Work 

- Representatives from Aurora Family Service provided an overview of the     
Families Work Program.   

 
DSP Updates 

- Adoption celebration was held earlier this week in Madison. 
- Post Reunification program will be rolling for the rest of the Wisconsin 

counties who have chosen to participate. 
 

DCF Updates 
- Deputy Secretary, Joan Hansen will be leaving DCF effective December 3. 

 
Critical Incident review Committee 

- Did not meet in November. 
 
Quarterly Corrective Action Plan Quarterly Report  

- Ayiesha Domino-Brown presented the report. 
 
Community Forum 
No speakers. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Gail Zellner 
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